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where the purdah is universal, women enjoy very
considerable liberty, not in spite of, but because
of the disguise which it affords, and the resulting
freedom from observation by husband or relations,
whenever women leave the house, as of course,
except in the case of the very highest classes,
they do every day.

Abbe Dubois, who probably knew India better
than any European before or since his day, while he
says that no European Government in India will
ever succeed in materially raising the condition of
the depressed classes, yet finds in caste the best
part of the Hindu system. But all this would be
rejected wholesale by the caste-renouncing, Eng-
land-visiting, flesh and wine consuming, reformers,
who harangue and persuade the people of this
country that their fellow-countrymen have appointed
them to represent their wishes and aspirations,
which, as a fact, are not usually centred upon Par-
liamentary institutions, and the further employment
in the public service of the same self-appointed
representatives.

Nevertheless, there is no word written here
which cannot be confirmed from the writings of the
greatest authorities about India, and even in many
cases from the writings of some of the advanced
reformers, before they found salvation, or when they
expected to find it on different lines.

There remains  the much-debated  question of
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